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fought for her not unwillingly when need arose. Quite possibly,
as has been suggested, they included many Dorians whose
citizen-rights had lapsed by default simply because they lived
too far away to exercise them. The Spartiatai proper appear
now, when we can first see them, as a proud aristocracy,
but far from Spartan in character in the later and still current
sense. Their art and a few references in the fragmentary
literature of the seventh century show them as an opulent,
confident people, very much alive to the desirability of
gold and silver ; and if their social customs included much
that was primitive, it seems that before the puritan reaction
of the sixth century such customs were falling into decay.
It is worth noticing that at Thera, which island was
colonized from Sparta (and where, by the way, a few Dorian
" spectacle " brooches of the genuine wire type have been
found, along with a larger number of the usual island types
of fibulas)—here too was to be found a small aristocracy,
descended from the original settlers, ruling over a much
larger number of non-free peasants,1
By this time, then (little before 700), Lakonia was wholly
under Spartan sway, and the next people to suffer from
Sparta's aggressions were the Messenians, westward over the
Taygetos range in the rich plain of Stenyklaros.
Of this people we know practically nothing, since the
Spartan conquest prevented even fragments of their traditions
from being written down and preserved by any early litera-
ture ; but it was universally believed that the ruling families
among them too, in spite of some marriage-ties with
Arkadia, were essentially Dorian,2 This unvarying Greek
belief may be based merely on some seventh-century
Corinthian or other epic, but if so we have still to explain
why the epic poet took this line. It would surely have been
just as easy, had it been true, to make them purely, instead
of only in part, kindred of the Arkadian aborigines, and the
struggle between Messene and Sparta would then, have been
a struggle of two races—a type of opposition easy to under-
stand and always popular with the plain man. On the
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